International Symposium on "Aging brain and Dementia: new trends in diagnosis and therapy," which was held in Padova, in 1988 , and the Proceedings were published by Wiley-Liss, New York. Both Symposia were attended by the most outstanding researchers in these fields.
Furthermore, he was a real pioneer in the field of neurorehabilitation: he started to dedicate to it already in the 80s both in his country and also abroad; he strongly worked to create a Scientific Society for Neurorehabilitation first in Austria and later abroad. Finally, he was successful and a World Federation of Neurorehabilitation was founded in Venice in 2003 and we were with him also in this occasion.
He had always a very brilliant and curious mind and he never stopped to pay attention to new rising realities; so he pointed out the need of studying the neurological aspects, both physiological and pathological, of underwater activities as well as the space exploration's ones.
Moreover, being always a careful observer, he pointed out another field of studies, which is the ethical implications in neurological diagnosis and therapy, founding the specialty of Neuroethics.
Furthermore, he promoted specific research groups of the Scientific Societies, and especially of the WFN, for all these new approaches.
Franz Gerstenbrand was also a formidable organizer of events, having a unique intelligence to understand both human beings and environmental situations. In 1962, he founded the Danube International Neurological Group, which later became a Society. This was an extraordinary idea, since at the time of the cold war era, Austria, a country with the flag of neutrality, could offer the site for a meeting of neuroscientists coming from western and eastern countries, giving the opportunity of a dialog and an exchange of ideas among people in the name of science.
He also had in mind to unify the European neurology: so, in 1989, in Prague, together with Daniel, Bartko, and Alessandro Agnoli, he founded the Pan European Society of Neurology, which in 1991, in Wien, was transformed in the European Federation of Neurological Societies, of which he became the first President and the Secretariat was kept in Wien. Later, he worked to further unify the various European societies and he reached this goal in 2014 when the European Academy of Neurology was founded.
At last, we should mention also the field of clinical neuropharmacology for which he was promoting, again with Alessandro Agnoli, a European Association already in 1983, which was changed into a Society in 1994; of course, he was the main promoter and the first President.
The human personality of Franz Gerstenbrand was extremely rich; he was a truly enthusiast of life and was always applying such enthusiasm all along his life in its various moments; he was a very good air pilot, he was an underwater explorer, he played violin, he was a great lover of music, and certainly Wien was a marvelous site for it, he loved nature and animals, particularly his elephant, almost a son for him, which he was awarded by the Myanmar Community; he loved to be together with familiars and friends, tasting good food and drinking good wines, and this happened hundreds of time in Italy; he was always loyal and sincere and never tolerated unreliable people. He had a really warm and sincere affect and everyone, in harmony with him, was immediately captured by him.
All the Italian neurologists are grateful to Franz Gerstenbrand for his science, his teaching, and his humanity: we will keep him in our minds and our hearts and we are deeply close to Gudrun and the whole family in his memory.
